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deep sincerity, but temperate judgment, an exemplary
wife, mother, and mistress. Her castle was the training
home of the noble youths of Nassau, and she bore a
long life of calamity and bereavement with heroic
serenity and courage. She died at the age of seventy-
seven, having had, by her two husbands, no less than
seventeen children, and leaving, says Meursius, more
than one hundred and sixty descendants. She died
only four years before the assassination of her eldest
born of the Nassaus. Of her five Nassau sons, four fell
victims in the great struggle, the three younger sons
dying in battle in her own lifetime.

The castle of Dillenburg, said to have been built
about 1240, was a vast and lofty pile rising on a rocky
bend of the river Dill, a tributary of the Lahn. A
contemporary print of the sixteenth century shows it
as a princely fortress of the first rank, with frowning
battlements, towers, barbicans, gateways, and outworks,
and vast ranges of halls, stores, offices, and barracks,
capable of holding at least a thousand persons. It
constantly had to receive visitors of rank claiming its
hospitality, with a retinue of many hundreds of horses,
guards, and attendants. Here for some fifty years lived
Juliana of Stolberg, renowned as a capable chdtelaine.
Here all her children were born. After undergoing a
series of vicissitudes and attacks, the castle was burnt
down in the last century, and remained a ruin until, in
1872, the JTUhflmsiJiurm, a memorial tower, was built on
the foundations of the keep, rising from the historic rock
to a height of about 130 feet.

The first eleven years of young William's life were
passed with his father and mother at Dillenburo-. In